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E.   LUDWIG,  PRINTER, 
7i2  Vesey  St.,  N.  V. 


IN   CONSISTORY, 

April  12,  1843. 

"  Whereas,  a  number  of  persons  have  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  have  copies  of  the  Sermon  delivered  by  our  Pastor, 
on  the  3d  inst.,  on  occasion  of  the  termination  of  the  twen- 
tieth year  of  his  ministry  in  this  church,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  our  Pastor,  the  Rev.  N.  J.  Marselus, 
be  earnestly  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  said  Sermon 
for  publication, — and  that  the  proceeds,  after  paying  the 
expense  for  printing,  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sab- 
bath Schools  connected  with  our  church. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Jacob  S.  Miller,  Paul  H.  Powles, 
and  Stephen  Martling,  be  a  committee  to  carry  this  resolu- 
tion into  effect." 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

STEPHEN  MARTLING,  Secretary. 
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1  Cor.  XV.  1,  2. 

Moreover,  Brethren,  I  declare  unto  you  the 
Gospel  tvhich  I  preached  unto  you,  which 
also  ye  have  received,  and  loherein  ye 
stand ;  hy  ivhich  also  ye  are  saved,  if  ye 
keep  in  memory  what  I  have  preached  unto 
you,  unless  ye  have  believed  in  vain. 

There  is  no  blessing  more  impor- 
tant in  its  nature,  and  none  more  be- 
neficial in  its  results,  than  a  preached 
Gospel.  None  but  the  most  degraded 
and  abandoned  infidel,  can  for  a  mo- 
ment deny  the  truth  of  this  assertion. 

Those    especially,  who    have   expe- 
ls 
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rienced  its  power  upon  tlieir  souls 
and  felt  its  transforming  efficacy, — 
who  have  sat  under  the  droppings  of 
the  Sanctuary  with  great  delight,  and 
found  its  fruit  sweet  to  their  taste,  can 
enter  into  the  feelings  of  the  Psalmist, 
when  he  exclaimed,  ''  Blessed  is  the 
people  that  know  the  joyful  sound, 
they  shall  walk,  O  Lord,  in  the  light 
of  thy  countenance.  In  thy  name 
shall  they  rejoice  all  the  day,  and  in 
thy  righteousness  shall  they  be  ex- 
alted." 

Various  and  salutary  are  the  effects 
resulting  from  the  regular  and  faithful 
administration  of  the  word  and  ordi- 
nances. We  shall  not  attempt  to  enu- 
merate them,  but  take  it  for  granted, 
that  your  own  observation  and  expe- 
rience will  abundantly  confirm  the 
truth  of  this  sentiment.  If  you  wish 
any  other  proof,  you  need  only  cast 
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your  eyes  to  the  wretched  and  de- 
luded heathen,  and  behold  their  idola- 
trous and  superstitious  customs  and 
practices.  See  them  immolating  hu- 
man victims,  at  the  shrine  of  idolatry 
and  superstition,  offering  themselves 
or  their  children  in  horrid  sacrifice,  to 
appease  the  wrath  of  some  imaginary 
God. 

What  is  it,  but  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
that  prevents  such  shocking  barbarities 
in  a  Christian  land  ?  What  is  it,  but 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  that  teaches  us 
the  duties  we  owe  to  God,  to  our- 
■  selves,  and  to  our  fellow-men  ?  What 
is  it,  but  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  that 
points  us  with  unerring  certainty,  to 
the  rewards  and  punishments  of  fu- 
turity? This,  and  this  alone,  ac- 
counts for  the  distinction  w^hich  exists 
between  us  and  the  heathen  w^orld. 

You,  my    Christian  friends^   have 
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been  blessed  with  this  Word  of  Life 
and  salvation.     You  have  enjoyed  the 
pecuhar  advantages  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus.     Pardon   and  peace,  through 
the  blood  of  the  cross,  have  been  pro- 
claimed  among  you.      While  some, 
have  obeyed  from  the  heart,  that  form 
of  doctrine  which  was   delivered  to 
them,  and  received  the  truth  in  the 
love  of  it,  that  they  might  be  saved, 
others  have  become  more  hardened  in 
guilt,  and  by  their  continued  neglect 
of  the  messages  of  the  Gospel,  have 
treasured  up  unto  themselves  wrath 
against  the  day  of  wrath.     And  while 
those,  who  have  improved  the  day  of 
grace  for  their  spiritual  w^elfare,  shall 
be  crowned  with  glory,  honour,  and 
immortality ;  others,  who  have  wasted 
it  in  sloth  and  self-indulgence,  must 
reap  the  fruits  of  their  folly,  in  the 
regions  of  despair,  ''  where  the  smoke 
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of  their  torment  shall  ascend  for  ever 
and  ever." 

The  subject  contamed  m  the  words 
before  ns,  and  the  occasion  which  has 
suggested  it,  will  naturally  call  forth 
reflections  of  the  most  solemn  and 
interesting  character.  And  when  I 
inform  you,  that  this  day  closes  the 
twentieth  year  of  my  ministry,  in  this 
place,  you  will  be  furnished  with  the 
reason,  for  selecting  such  a  topic  of 
discussion,  as  the  text  presents.  An 
opportunity  is  thus  offered  to  us,  both 
as  minister  and  people,  to  take  a  so- 
lemn review  of  the  past,  and  to  insti- 
tute a  serious  inquiry,  as  to  the  im- 
provement we  have  made  of  former 
privileges  and  advantages.  Soon  the 
day  of  reckoning  will  arrive.  He  who 
ministers  at  the  altar,  and  you  who  are 
waiting  on  his  ministry,  must  alike 
stand  before  the  tribunal  of  the  Judge 
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of  all.  It  may  be  but  a  little  while 
before  the  cold  clods  of  the  valley  will 
press  upon  this  bosom,— and  tliis  voice, 
silent  in  death,  will  no  longer  warn  the 
sinner,  nor  comfort  the  mourner.  Nor 
will  this  arm,  stiffened  and  powerless 
in  the  grave,  be  then  any  more  raised, 
to  point  the  humble  inquirer,  to  the 
Lamb  of  God,  "  whose  blood  cleanseth 
from  all  sin." 

And  you,  too,  my  beloved  hearers, 
are  dying  creatures,  and  must  ere  long 
be  unknown  and  unnumbered  amono- 
the  living.  A  blissful  or  dreadful  eter- 
nity will  soon  become  your  unchano-- 
ing  destiny.  It  is  the  certain  and  in- 
evitable portion  of  us  all.  Let  the 
solemn  reflection  operate  upon  each  of 
us  as  a  motive  to  "  give  all  diligence 
to  make  our  calling  and  election  sure." 

Without  detaining  you  any  longer 
with  other  preliminary  remarks,  I  pro- 
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ceed  at  once  to  the  illustration  of  the 
words  before  ns,  and  apply  them  to  my 
present  purpose  ;  and  in  doing  this,  I 
shall  call  your  attention  to  the  two 
grand  topics  here  presented  by  the 
Apostle,  viz. 

I.   The  Gospel  ministry ,  and 
11.  Its  results. 

I.  The  Gospel  Ministry.  "  More- 
over, Brethren,  I  declare  unto  you, 
the  Gospel  which  I  preached  unto 
you." 

1.  The  Gospel  is  a  revelation  of  di- 
vine grace  to  sinful  dying  men.  God, 
in  his  infinite  goodness  and  mercy,  has 
made  known  to  mankind,  that  plan  of 
redemption  in  which  Jesus  Clu:ist,  his 
only  begotten  Son,  is  set  forth  as 
"  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life." 
He  has  informed  us  by  what  means  he 
has  accomplished  that  plan,  and  open- 
ed the  way  for  the  display  of  his  glo- 
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rioiTS  and  infinite  perfections.     This 
is  the  only  method  of  salvation — for 
had  not  Christ  appeared  in  our  world 
in  the  form  of  a  servant, — substituted 
himself  in  guilty  sinners'  stead,  to  suf- 
fer, bleed  and  die, — had  he  not  risen 
triumphant  from  the  grave,  and  as- 
cended into  heaven  as  a  mighty  con- 
queror, to  present  at  the  throne  the 
trophies  of  his  victory — hope  must  for 
ever  have  fled  from  our  bosoms,  and 
left  them  the  prey  of  pensive  despair. 
But   Christ  having  made  the  atone- 
ment and   brought  in  an  everlasting 
righteousness,  commissioned  his  Apos- 
tles to  proclaim  the  doctrines  of  the 
cross,  to  V7arn  sinners  of  their  danger, 
and  exhort  them  to  believe  in  him  and 
repent  of  their  sins,  that  they  might 
participate  in  the  blessings  of  his  sal- 
vation.    Being  encouraged  v^ith  a  pro- 
mise of  success,  they  went  forth  on 
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the  aiitliority  of  their  divine  Master, 
and  boldly   and   faithfully  preached 
Christ  and  him  crucified  to  a  world 
lying  in  wickedness.     Divine  efficacy 
accompanied  the  word, — the  pride  of 
man    was     humbled — the    stubborn 
heart  subdued, — and  the  salvation  of 
souls  accomplished.     This  is  a  gene- 
ral view  of  the  Gospel,  as  it  respects 
the  publication  of  that  glorious  method 
of  reconciliation,  which  is  designed  to 
exalt  and  magnify  the  perfections  of 
Jehovah,  and  perpetuate  the  happiness 
of  the  returning  penitent. 

2.  But  to  declare  or  preach  the  Gos- 
pel, implies  a  particular  illustration  of 
those  essential  doctrines  and  precepts 
which  involve  matters  of  infinite  and 
momentous  importance.  Those  which 
are  more  frequently  inculcated,  are 
such  as  relate  to  ourselves  and  to 
God's  method  of  salvation. 
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a.)  Those  which  relate  to  ourselves 
respect  our  guilt  and  depravity.  There 
is  no  truth  more  frequently  exhibited 
to  our  view  in  the  word  of  God,  nor 
more  clearly  demonstrated, — none  in 
which  we  are  more  deeply  interested, 
nor  in  which  the  Lord's  people  are 
sooner  instructed,  than  that  all  have 
sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of 
God, — that  they  have  involved  them- 
selves in  guilt,  for  which  the  blood  of 
beasts  on  altars  slain,  and  the  fruit  of 
their  own  body  devoted  to  sacrifice, 
are  equally  insufficient  to  atone,  in  de- 
pravity, of  which  the  poet  well  ob- 
serves, 

•'  Nor  running  brook,  nor  flood,  nor  sea, 
Can  wash  the  dismal  stain  away." 

And  in  consequent  misery  from  which 
there  is  no  deliverance,  but  through 
divine  interposition. 
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This  guilt,  depravity,  and  misery  is 
universal  It  extends  to  all  mankind. 
It  reaches  to  every  individual  of  the 
human  family,  wherever  they  may  be 
born,  and  to  whatever  nation  they 
may  belong.  Not  only  to  the  most 
degraded  of  the  apostate  children  of 
men,  but  even  to  the  nobles  of  the 
earth,  yea,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
old  and  young.  "  The  Lord  looked 
from  heaven  upon  the  children  of 
men,  to  see  if  there  were  any  that  did 
understand  and  seek  after  God.  They 
are  all  gone  aside,  they  are  altogether 
become  filthy,  there  is  none  that  doeth 
good,  no  not  one." 

This  doctrine,  it  is  true,  wears  a 
melancholy  aspect ;  but  as  it  consti- 
tutes a  part  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
it  deserves  to  be  explained  and  en- 
forced. The  Apostle  boldly  and 
faithfully  proclaimed  this  truth.  With- 
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out  any  fear  of  incurring  tlie  displea- 
sure or  exciting  the  enmity  of  sinners, 
he  declared  to  them  with  the  utmost 
freedom,  as  well  as  in  the  most  undis- 
guised manner,  the  enormity  of  their 
transgressions,  the  depth  of  their  de- 
pravity, and  the  awful  misery  to  which 
they  were  consequently  exposed.  He 
charged  home  upon  the  Jews,  the 
guilt  of  crucifying  the  Lord  of  glory, 
even  when  rage  and  malice  rankled  in 
their  bosoms.  "Be  it;  known  unto 
you,  therefore,  men  and  brethren,  that 
through  this  man  is  preached  unto  you 
the  forgiveness  of  sins  :  and  by  him, 
all  that  believe  are  justified  from  all 
things,  from  which  ye  could  not  be  jus- 
tified by  the  law  of  Moses.  Beware, 
therefore,  lest  that  come  upon  you 
which  is  spoken  of  by  the  prophets." 
h.)  But  those  i7nj[)ortant  doctrines ^ 
which  relate  to  the  great  plan  of  salva- 
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tion,  he  also  inculcated.  He  exhibit- 
ed to  the  view  of  his  hearers  the  me- 
diatorial character  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
and  the  relation  and  offices  he  sus- 
tained as  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  He 
told  them  what  Christ  had  done  and 
suffered  for  the  redemption  of  trans- 
gressors, and  in  what  manner  the 
benefits  of  his  purchase  are  applied  to 
our  hearts  and  consciences.  Nor  are 
these  the  only  points  upon  which  the 
Apostle  insisted,  in  his  public  minis- 
trations. He  not  only  taught  the  evil 
nature  of  sin  and  opened  the  great 
mysteries  of  redemption,  but  he  also 
exhibited,  in  a  clear  and  convincing 
light,  the  everlasting  torments  of  the 
finally  impenitent,  and  the  unspeaka- 
ble glories  and  blessedness  reserved 
in  heaven  for  the  people  of  God.  He 
spoke  of  the  enmity  and  deep-rooted 
depravity  of  the  human  heart,  and  the 
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absolute  necessity  of  the  Hoi j  Spirit's 
influence,  to  eradicate  that  enmity  and 
remove  that  depravity.  He  pointed 
out  the  difficulties  and  dangers,  the 
temptations  and  trials,  connected  with 
a  life  of  religion,  and  the  manner  in  . 
which  the  believer  could  rise  superior 
to  all,  and  effectually  triumph  over 
every  spiritual  foe. 

c.)  In  connection  with  the  faithful 
puhlication  of  the  essential  doctrines  of 
the  Gospel,  the  Apostle  used  means 
to  bring  sinners  to  repentance.  He 
not  only  warned  them  of  their  danger, 
and  opened  to  them  all  the  wonders 
of  redeeming  love,  but  also  assured 
them  of  the  ability  and  willingness  of 
Christ  to  save  unto  the  uttermost,  all 
them  that  come  unto  God  by  him. 

In  the  name  of  his  Lord  and  mas- 
ter, he  reasoned  and  expostulated,  he 
commanded  and  exhorted,  he  invited 
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and   promised.     ''He    declared  unto 
tliem  the  Gospel  which  he  had  preach- 
ed unto  them,"— rightly  dividing  the 
word  of  truth,  giving  to   each  its  pro- 
per prominency,  and  bringing  forth  ont 
of  the  Gospel  treasury,  as  occasion  re- 
quired, things  new  and  old.     He  de- 
livered   the    whole    message   which 
brings  ''  glory  to  God,  peace  on  earth, 
and  good-will  towards  man."     Such 
was  his  faithfulness  in  the  discharge 
of  his  ministerial  duties,  that  he  could 
exclaim  in  the  face  of  dangers  and 
death,  "  None  of  these  things  move 
me,  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto 
me,  so  that  I  may  finish  my  course 
with  joy,  and  the  ministry  which  I 
have   received  of  the  Lord  Jesus." 
Hence,  in  reviewing  his  exertions  in 
the  cause  of  Christ,  and  his  particular 
labours  in  the  church  at  Corinth,  he 
could  say,    ''Moreover,  Brethren,   I 
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declare  unto  you  the  Gospel  which  I 
preached  unto  you,  which  also  ye  have 
received,  and  wherein  ye  stand  ;  by 
which  also  ye  are  saved,  if  ye  keep 
in  memory  what  I  have  preached  unto 
you,  unless  ye  have  beUeved  in  vain." 
3.   And  may  I  not,  mij  Christian 
friends,  rvithout  arrogance  or  presump- 
tion, employ  the  same  language,  in 
reference  to  my  ministrations  among 
you  for  the  space  of  twenty  years  ?     I 
have  habitually  endeavoured  to  exhi- 
bit to  you,  and  enforce  upon  your  at- 
tention, the   same  truths   which   the 
apostle  proclaimed  with  such  boldness 
and  fidelity,  and  I  can  call  you  to  wit- 
ness, that  I  have  ever  laboured  to  exalt 
and  honour  the  blessed  Saviour,  deter- 
mining,  like  the  apostle,    ''to  know 
nothing  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ 
and  him  crucified."   Instead  of  seeking 
to  amuse  you  with  philosophical  disqui- 
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sitions  or  metaphysical  speculations, 
it  has  been  my  constant  aim  to  present 
the  unadulterated  truths  of  the  Gospel 
in  all  their  simplicity,  richness,  and  im- 
portance.    It  has  heen  my  privilege  to 
speak  to  you  in  the  name  of  Christ, 
to  keep  back  nothing  of  the  council  of 
God,  which  at  least  was  evident  to  my 
own  mind.     It  has  heen  mij  privilege 
to  proclaim  to  you  the  doctrines  of  a 
free  salvation,  of  the  grace  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus,  and  of  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  convert  the  soul.    It  has 
heen  my  privilege  to  invite  you,  by  the 
agonies  of  Gethsemane,  and  by  the 
death  of  the  cross,  to  seek  your  eter- 
nal shelter,  where  the  storm  of  divine 
wrath  can  never  reach  you.  Joy,  deep 
and  solemn  joy,  has   often  filled  my 
soul  in  this  ministration  of  the  sanctu- 
ary.    I  have  felt  the  Gospel,  when  I 
have  proclaimed  its  truths  among  you, 
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to  be  the  very  ''  power  of  God  unto 
salvation  to  every  one  that  beheveth." 
These  doctrines,  with  all  simplicity 
and  godly  sincerity,  have  been  urged 
upon  your  regard.  "  I  believed,  and 
therefore  have  I  spoken." 

The  period  of  my  ministry  among 
you  has  added  depth  to  my  convictions, 
that  these  doctrines  are  the  doctrines 
of  God, — the  doctrines   of  salvation. 
Once  more,  then,  would  I  hold  them 
up  to  your  view, — once  again  would 
I  pomt  you  to  the  cross  of  Calvary, 
and  say,  with  all  the  feelings  of  my 
soul,  "  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  who 
taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world." 
The  principles  contained  ui  this  decla- 
ration are  to  be  made  known  to  all 
within   our  reach.     The  minister  of 
Christ  is  to  allow  no  limitations  or  re- 
strictions to  his  message.     The  com- 
mission which  was  originally  given  to 
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the  apostles,  has  never  been  abridged, 
revoked,  or  destroyed.     It  still  stands 
in  all  the  original  plenitude  of  his  au- 
thority, and  the  ministers  of  truth  are 
bound  to  go  forth,  and  testify  both  to 
small  and  great,  ''  warning  every  man, 
and  teaching  every  man  in  all  wis- 
dom, that  they  may  present  every  man 
perfect  in  Christ  Jesus."     Nor  shall 
there  be  a  change  in  the  arrangement, 
till  all  people  shall  have  heard  the 
tidings  of  redemption,  and  the  blood 
of  the  everlasting  covenant  shall  have 
sprinkled  all  the  nations  of  mankind. 
Such  is  the  nature  of  the  Gospel  min- 
istry, as  employed  by  the  great  head  of 
the  church,  for  the  accomphshment  of 
his  purposes  of  love  and  mercy,  in  the 
ingathering  of  souls  into  his  kingdom. 
We  come  now  to  consider, 
11.   The  results  of  that  mifiistry  — 
Here  we  shall  be  brief.     The  Gospel 
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wliicli  the  apostle  had  preached  unto 
the  Corinthians,  was  received  bj  them 
not  as  the  word  of  man,  but  as  the 
truth  of  the  hving  God,  which  was 
able  to  make  them  wise  unto  salvation. 
Its  influence  upon  them  was  such,  that 
neither  persecutions  nor  temptations 
could  turn  them  aside,  but  rather 
tended  to  promote  their  stability.  They 
stood  fast  in  the  faith  of  the  Gospel, 
and  being  thus  made  partakers  of 
Christ,  they  held  the  beginning  of  their 
confidence  firm  unto  the  end.  Under 
the  influence  of  a  living  and  operative 
faith,  they  had  embraced  the  truths  of 
the  Gospel,  treasured  them  up  in  their 
minds,  and  looked  forward  with  con- 
fident assurance  to  the  end,  even  the 
salvation  of  their  souls.  The  apostle 
could  contemplate  the  results  of  his 
ministry  among  the  Corinthians  with 
peculiar  delight.     They  had  received 
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the  Gospel  whicli  he  preached  unto 
them  :  they  were  standing  in  it,  and 
would  eventually  be  saved  by  it. — 
Hence  we  see  that  the  office  of  a  min- 
ister is  the  most  important  and  the 
most  difficult  of  any  that  we  can  be 
called  to  sustain.  It  is  the  most  im- 
portant, because  (by  divine  appoint- 
ment) the  salvation  of  multitudes  de- 
pends upon  it.  And  it  is  the  most 
difficult,  because  it  requires  such  self- 
denying  habits  and  spiritual  affections. 
The  responsibility,  also,  that  attaches 
to  it  is  such,  that  no  man  would  dare 
to  take  it  upon  himself,  if  he  had  not 
a  promise  of  peculiar  assistance  in  the 
discharge  of  it.  Ministers  are  the 
messengers  of  God  to  men, — to  them 
they  must  faithfully  declare  the  whole 
Gospel.  However  painful  the  truths 
may  be  which  they  are  to  deliver,  and 
however  averse  men  may  be  to  hear 
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them,  tliey  must  execute  their  com- 
mission at  the  peril  of  tlieir  souls.  If 
they  hold  back  any  part  of  divine 
truth  connected  with  the  salvation  of 
souls,  and  if  in  consequence  of  that, 
sinners  continue  ignorant  and  impeni- 
tent, the  blood  of  those  vv^ho  eventually 
perish  shall  lie  at  their  door.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  a  minister  faithfully  set 
forth  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus, — if  he 
withhold  not  from  the  people  that 
which  he  has  learned  from  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  connected  with  their  salva- 
tion, he  is  free  from  the  blood  even  of 
those  who  perish,  and  as  it  respects 
the  exercise  of  his  ministry,  he  is  safe 
— their  blood  will  be  upon  their  own 
souls. 

It  is  a  reflection  full  of  satisfaction 
and  consolation  to  a  faithful  ambassa- 
dor of  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  he  has  not 
laboured  in  vain,  nor  spent  his  strength 
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for  naught  and  in  vain.  When  he  has 
beheld  the  work  of  the  Lord  prosper- 
ing in  his  hands, — when  his  exertions  in 
the  cause  of  Christ  have  been  crowned 
with  success, — when  he  can  look  upon 
many  who  have  become  the  seals  of 
his  apostleship,  and  who  will  be  the 
crowns  of  his  rejoicing  in  the  great  day 
of  account,  it  will  impart  present  con- 
fidence and  joy  to  his  heart,  and  afford 
encouragement  in  all  his  future  la- 
bours. Such  was  the  happiness  and 
consolation  which  the  apostle  enjoyed 
in  beholding  the  fruits  of  his  labours 
in  the  church  at  Corinth.  Hence  he 
could  appeal  to  their  own  hearts,  and 
call  upon  them  to  testify  respecting 
the  faithfulness  with  which  he  had 
executed  the  important  office  of  the 
ministry.  Yea,  as  he  had  not  with- 
held from  them  any  instructions,  warn- 
ings, and  encouragements  which  could 
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conduce  to  their  spiritual  welfare  ;  as 
he  had  not  neglected  to  give  to  each 
one  his  portion  of  promises,  threaten- 
ings,  reproof,  censure,  and  comfort, 
he  felt  not  only  the  testimony  of  an 
approving  conscience,  but  a  conviction 
that  he  was  guiltless  of  the  blood  of 
those  who  might  perish  among  them. 
He  had  a  full  view  of  the  awful  respon- 
sibility that  attached  to  the  Gospel 
ministry,  and  this  made  him  earnest 
in  his  exhortations,  and  faithful  to 
the  souls  committed  to  his  care,  even 
though  such  faithfulness  might  expose 
him  to  much  reproach  and  persecution* 
and  even  death  itself.  For  he  could 
say,  in  view  of  all  the  sufferings  that 
awaited  him,  "  I  count  not  my  life  dear 
to  me,  so  that  I  may  finish  my  course 
with  joy,  and  the  ministry  I  have  re- 
ceived of  the  Lord  Jesus."  But  as  he 
had  fully  and  boldly   dehvered  the 


AND   ITS    RESULTS.  29 

messages  of  the  Gospel, — as  he  had 
shown  to  suiners  both  their  danger 
and  theh  remedy, — as  he  had  repeat- 
edly exhorted  them  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come,  and  to  lay  hold  on  eter- 
nal life,  he  assured  them  that  their  guilt 
and  condemnation  would  be  charged 
to  their  own  account.  Let  this  suffice 
for  the  exposition  of  the  passage  be- 
fore us. 


APPLICATION. 

The  subject  admits  of  a  varied  and 
extended  application. 

1.  We  have  seen  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  ministers  to  declare  or  preach  the 
Gospel, — to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of 
salvation  to  lost  and  perishing  sinners, 
and  urge  them  by  alarming  and  en- 
couramno^  motives  to  embrace  Christ 
as  their  righteousness  and  strength; 

3* 
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and  as  tliey  are  ambassadors  from 
God,  and  are  commanded  to  spend 
and  be  spent  in  the  service  of  their 
master,  and  for  the  good  of  immortal 
souls,  those  who  neglect  their  message 
and  refuse  to  receive  the  word  of  God 
at  their  mouth,  are  not  only  pouring 
contempt  on  that  high  authority  by 
which  they  are  appointed,  but  are 
guilty  of  despising  the  grace  of  God. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  recep- 
tion the  Gospel  of  Christ  has  met  with, 
as  it  has  been  administered  among  you 
these  twenty  years,  one  thing  I  know, 
although  it  has  been  dispensed  with 
much  weakness  and  various  infirmi- 
ties, it  was  with  sincerity,  from  a  love 
to  the  souls  of  sinners,  and  a  fervent 
desire  for  the  promotion  of  the  Re- 
deemer's glory.  The  fundamental 
doctrines  of  Christianity  have  been 
explained  and  inculcated, — the   pre- 
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cepts  of  the  Gospel  have  been  enforced 
and  recommended  to  yonr  attention, — 
faith  and  repentance  have  been  pro- 
claimed as  the  only  terms  of  salvation, 
— and  sinners  have  been  urged  by  all 
the  terrors  of  hell,  and  all  the  glories 
of  heaven,  to  accept  of  offered  mercy, 
through  the  blood  of  the  atonement. 
But  as  many,  it  is  to  be  feared,  have 
derived  no  saving  benefit  from  the  re- 
peated exhibitions  of  a  crucified  Sa- 
viour, and  are  yet  evidently  in  the  gall 
of  bitterness  and  the  bonds  of  iniquity, 
adopting  the  language  of  Moses  to  the 
the  Israelites,  "I  call  heaven  and  earth 
to  record  against  you  this  day,  that  I 
have  set  before  you  life  and  death, 
blessing  and  cursing."     My  feUo?v  sin- 
ners, if  I  cannot  bear  you  to  the  Re- 
deemer's throne,  as  sharers  in  his  vic- 
tories, and  as  the  trophies  of  his  grace, 
I  will  not  participate  m  your  guilt. 
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The  Gospel  is  at  this  moment  to  you, 
either  the  savour  of  hfe  unto  hfe,  or 
of  death  unto  death.  The  immense 
alternative  of  heaven  and  hell,  is  put 
distinctly  before  you.  O,  it  is  a  solemn 
thought,  that  if  you  will  not  obey  the 
Gospel,  but  v^ill  continue  to  ''reject  the 
council  of  God  against  yourselves," 
you  v^ill  do  it  at  your  peril, — you  v^ill 
do  it  to  your  ruin.  God,  my  hearers, 
hath  committed  to  us  the  ministry  of 
reconciliation,  and  ''now  then  we  are 
ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though 
God  did  beseech  you  by  us,  we  pray 
you  in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled 
to  God." 

2.  This  subject  ^presents  also  ahun- 
dantmatter for  praise  and  thanksgiving. 
And  here,  brethren,  suffer  me  for  a 
moment  to  advert  to  my  own  feeble 
instrumentality,  and  the  consolation 
and  encouragement  which  I  may  ga- 
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ther  from  the  thought,  that  my  labour 
has   not  been  in  vain  in  the   Lord. 
While  I  behold  many  before  me,  to 
whom  my  ministrations  have  had  no 
other  effect  than  to  increase  their  guilt, 
and  if  grace  prevent  not,  to  aggravate 
their  condemnation,  I  have  the  satis- 
faction to  know  that  there  are  others, 
a  goodly  number,  who  have  become 
the  seals  of  my  ministry,  and  will  be 
my  joy  and  crown  of  rejoicing  in  the 
day  of  the  Lord  Jesus.   Yes,  there  are 
many  here  to  whom  the  Gospel  mes- 
sage has  been  a  sweet  and  welcome 
theme.     To  such  I  would  say,  go  on 
in  the  strength  and  power  of  your  God. 
Yet  a  little  wliile,  and  your  work  shall 
be  done,  your  conflicts  ended,  and  all 
the   glory  of  heaven  be  revealed  as 
your  abiding  portion.     "  In  this  world  / 
ye  shall  have  tribulation ;  but  be  of 
good  cheer  :  Christ  (your  forerunner 
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and  surety)  has  overcome  the  world." 
''Be  steadfast,  immoveable,,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  la- 
bour shall  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 
This  church,  a  brief  historical  sketch 
of  which  will  not  be  uninteresting-,  was 
organized  in  the  year  1804.^  At  that 
time  there  were  only  four  other 
churches  north  of  Chambers-street, 
on  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of 

*  At  a  meeting  of  the  Classis  of  New- York  in  Novem- 
ber of  the  preceding  year,  a  request  was  made,  in  behalf 
of  a  number  of  members  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
residing  at  Greenwich,  "to  be  constituted  and  organized 
mto  a  congregation,  in  connection  with,  and  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Classis,"  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Livmgston 
was  appointed  to  preside  at  a  meeting  of  members,  to  be 
held  on  the  9th  of  December  of  the  same  year,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  choosing  two  Elders  and  two  Deacons. 
At  this  meeting,  William  W.  Gilbert  and  Casparus  Mabie 
were  elected  Elders,  and  Andrew  Hageman  and  Garret 
Smith,  Deacons,  who  were  subsequently  ordained  to  their 
respective  offices  by  Dr.  Livingston,  and  thus  constituted, 
and  afterwcurds  incorporated,  as  "  The  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  atGreenwich." 
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this  island,  as  far  as  Harlem.  These 
were,  the  Methodist  church  in  Duane- 
street,  the  African  church  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Leonard  and  Church  streets, 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  Rutgers- 
street,  and  the  Episcopal  church  of  St. 
Mark's  in  Stuyvesant-street,  near  the 
Third  Avenue.  Since  that  time  there 
have  been  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  churches  organized  within  these 

hmits. 

The  first  pastor  of  this  church  was 
the  Rev.  Stephen  N.  Rowan,  who  was 
ordained  and  installed  in  December, 
1807,  and  continued  his  labours  until 
Auo-ust,  1819,  when  in  consequence  of 
some  unhappy  difficulty  between  him 
and  the  consistory,  the  pastoral  con- 
nection was  dissolved,  and  a  portion 
of  the  congregation  withdrew  with 
him,  and  organized  the  Presbyterian 
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church  in  Christopher-street.*  The 
next  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Har- 
denbergh,  who  was  installed  in  May, 
1820,  and  removed  by  death  in  Sep- 
tember, 1821.  In  the  beginning  of 
April,  the  following  year  (1822),  I 
commenced  my  labours  among  you. 
The  church  in  which  we  then  wor- 
shipped, stood  midway  between  Amos 
and  Charles-streets.  In  consequence  of 
the  rapid  increase  of  the  congregation, 
in  1 826,  the  building  then  occupied  was 
found  too  small  for  their  accommoda- 
tion, when  measures  were  adopted  for 
the  erection  of  this  edifice,  which  was 
completed  in  December  of  the  ensumg 
year.f     The  old  church  was  then  sold 

*  Their  house  for  worship  has  recently  been  sold,  and  is 
now  occupied  by  an  Episcopal  mission  church. 

t  The  Consistory,  for  some  time  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  this  undertaking,  felt  the  necessity  of  makmg 
provision  for  the  accommodation  of  our  rapidly  increasing 
population.     The  old  church  was  full,  the  pews  all  rented, 
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to  a  society  of  Reformed  PreshjterianSj 
by  whom  it  was  removed  to  its  present 

and  many  who  were  desirous  of  casting  in  their  lot  with  us 
were  obliged  to  connect  themselves  with  other  churches ; 
but  the  great  expense  attending  the  erection  of  a  larger 
house  for  worship,  presented  an  obstacle  too  formidable  to 
be  overcome.     And  hence  the  idea  was  in  some  measure 
abandoned,  but  was  unexpectedly  revived  by  a  circum- 
stance which  deserves  to  be  preserved  on  record.     Des- 
pairing of  accomplishing  so  great  a  work  as  the  rearing 
of  a  new  church,  the  Consistory  resolved  to  improve  the 
appearance  of  the  old  one,  by  the  erection  of  a  modern 
pulpit,  and  painting  the  whole  edifice,  both  within  and 
without.     Accordingly,  a  subscription  was  started  to  raise 
the  means  necessary  for  defraying  the  expense.     But  here, 
at  the  very  commencement  of  the  undertaking,  we  met  with 
an  unexpected,  and  I  may  say,  a  happy  disappointment ; 
for  an  individual  to  whom  the  subscription  was  presented, 
and  from  whom  we  expected  the  most  liberal  aid,  positively 
refused  to  contribute  any  thing  to  that  object.    He  however 
assured  us,  that  if  we  would  undertake  to  build  a  new 
church,  instead  of  a  new  pulpit,  his  subscription  and  per. 
sonal  exertions  and  influence  should  not  be  wanting  to 
accomplish  the  work.     That  individual  is  Abraham  Van 
Nest,  Esq. ;  and  his  assured  pledge  has  beren  amply  re- 
deemed by  his  very  liberal  contributions,  together  with  his 
useful  services  as  a  member  of  the  building  committee. 
The  other  members  of  that  committee   were,  Peter  H. 
Wendover,  Abraham  Labagh,  John  Macfarlane,  Samuel 
Duryea,  Cornelius  Beekman,  and  Roswell  Abbey.'     While 
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location  in  Waverly  Place,  near  Grove- 
street,  opposite  the  Northern  Dispen- 
sary. The  removal  of  a  church  entire, 
with  a  spire,  containing-  a  public  clock, 
and  in  motion  during  the  time,  was 
regarded  as  a  very  novel  sight,  and 
the  novelty  was  heightened  by  the  fact, 
that  while  it  was  under  way  through 
Charles-street  to  Fourth,  a  conoresra- 
tion  was  assembled  within  its  walls, 
to  whom  a  sermon  was  delivered  from 
the  pulpit,  by  a  clergyman  who  had 
been  engaged  by  the  mover  for  that 
purpose. 

the  services  of  all  the  members  of  this  committee  were  very 
cheerfully  rendered,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  to  which 
they  had  been  appointed,  those  of  P.  H.  Wendover  and 
Abraham  Labagh  were  especially  useful  and  efficient. 
Indeed,  the  whole  history  of  this  church  is,  in  some  mea- 
sure, identified  with  the  lives  of  these  two  respected  in- 
dividuals, having  been  in  her  communion  from  the  earliest 
period  of  her  existence,  to  the  day  of  their  death  (about 
twenty-eight  years).  We  owe  much  to  their  wise  coun- 
cils, and  their  prudent  and  indefatigable  labours.  "  The 
memory  of  the  just  is  blessed." 
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At  the  time  of  my  settlement  in  this 
place,  the  congregation  was  geograph- 
ically bounded  by  the  following  hmits : 
south  by  Canal-street,  west  by  the 
North  river,  east  by  Broadway,  and 
north  by  Twenty-first-street;  though 
there  were  then,  as  well  as  now,  some 
families  belonging  to  the  congregation 
beyond  these  limits.  There  were  only 
four  churches  besides  our  own,  at  that 
time,  within  the  whole  of  this  district, 
viz.  the  Preshyterian  church  in  Chris- 
topher-street, erected  the  preceding 
year,  the  Methodist  church  in  Bedford- 
street,  a  Baptist  church  in  Vandam- 
street,  and  the  Preshyterian  church  in 
Spring-street.  Since  then,  not  less 
than  forty-four  new  churches  have 
arisen  within  these  limits  ;  and  in  ad- 
dition to  these,  there  are  at  the  present 
time  some  twelve  or  fifteen  temporary 
places  of  worship,  where  congrega- 
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tions  are  collected,  with  a  view  to  the 
erection  of  church  edifices  at  some 
future  time. 

The  unprecedented  multipUcation  of 
churches  in  this  part  of  the  city  daring 
this  period,  has  far  exceeded  the  pro- 
portionable increase  of  population, 
which  will  account  for  the  many 
changes,  reverses,  and  failures,  which 
have  taken  place  in  some  of  these 
churches.  Notwithstanding  the  rapid 
increase  of  churches  all  around  us, 
the  growth  and  enlargement  of  this 
church  and  congregation  has  been 
constant,  regular,  and  uninterrupted. 
Year  after  year,  the  cords  of  our  Zion 
have  been  lengthened  and  her  stakes 
strengthened.  Amidst  the  revolutions 
and  declensions  which  have  marked 
the  career  of  others,  our  progress  has 
been  onward;  the  Lord  has  been 
mindful  of  us,  and  enlarged  our  bor- 
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ders,   and  His  name  shall  have  the 
praise. 

It  may  be  gratifying  to  some,  to 
know  that  the  number  of  members  in 
communion  at  present,  is  more  than  five 
times  as  great  as  at  the  commencement 
of  my  labours.  The  following  statis- 
tics will  give  you  some  idea  of  this 
fact.  When  I  became  the  pastor  of 
this  church,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, there  were  about  eighty  mem- 
bers in  communion.  Since  then,  six 
hundred  and  fifty-four  have  been  re- 
ceived into  the  church  ;  and  now,  after 
deducting  those  who  have  passed  into 
eternitv,  and  those  who  have  been 
dismissed  to  other  churches  in  the  city 
and  country,  there  will  remain  in  our 
communion  about  four  hundred  and 
fifty  members.  O,  that  they  were  all 
living  members  of  the  mystical  body 
of  Christ!  In  connection  with  this, 
4* 
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I  would  state  that,  during  the  same 
period,  the  number  of  baptisms  in  this 
church,  inckiding  infants  and  adults, 
has  been  six  hundred  and  sixty ;  and 
also  that  the  number  of  marriages 
which  have  been  solemnized  by  me, 
in  the  same  period,  is  seven  hundred 
and  forty-nine. 

While  we  feel  grateful  to  that  kind 
Providence  that  has  watched  over  us 
during  the  lapse  of  twenty  years,  and 
furnished  us  with  the  tokens  of  his 
presence  and  favour ;  we  have  addi- 
tional cause  for  gratitude,  in  the  unin- 
terrupted harmony  and  concord  which 
have  prevailed  among  us,  throughout 
the  whole  period  of  my  ministry.  God 
grant  that  this  state  of  things  may  long 
continue,  and  that  all  who  profess  to 
love  Christ  may  ever,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  his  spirit,  "  be  kindly  affec- 
tioned  one  to  another,  with  brotherly 
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love,   in  honour  preferring    one   an- 
other." 

In  this  connection,  I  would  state,  for 
the  information  of  the  congregation, 
that  the  Sabbath  schools  connected  with 
the  church  were  never  in  a  more  pros- 
perous or  flourishing  condition  than 
they  are  at  present.     The  average  at- 
tendance of  the  scholars  is  consider- 
ably  above  two  hundred,   and  their 
number  is  constantly  increasing*  The 
teachers,  amounting  to  forty-six,  seem 
to  be  endued  with  new  life  and  zeal 
in  their  benevolent  and  pious  enter- 
prise, and  are  prosecuting  their  labour 
of  love  with  increasing  delight  and 
pleasure.  May  their  efforts  be  crowned 
with  more  abundant  success,  and  may 
they  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 

*  The  number  of  scholars  on  record  is  two  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  and  the  average  number  in  attendance,  two 
hundred  and  forty-eight. 
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their  interesting  charge,  exhibiting 
early  and  full  evidence  of  the  impor- 
tance and  ntility  of  Sabbath  school 
instruction.* 

*  It  is  believed  that  the  first  regular  Sabbath  school  that 
was  formed  in  this  city,  was  connected  with  this  church. 
The  following  quotation  from  the  life  of  Mrs.  Isabella 
Graham  will  show  its  origin,  and  the  date  of  its  establish- 
ment. "  In  the  month  of  May,  1814,  a  Report  was  received 

from  Mr.  S.  P ,  of  Bristol,  in  England,  of  the  Society 

for  establishing  adult  schools.  Mrs.  Graham  was  so  de- 
lighted with  a  perusal  of  it,  as  immediately  to  undertake 
the  formation  of  such  a  school  in  the  village  of  Greenwich. 
She  called  on  the  young  people  who  were  at  work  in  some 
neighbouring  manufactories,  and  requested  them  to  attend 
her  for  this  purpose  every  Sabbath  morning  at  eight  o'clock. 
This  was  kept  up  after  her  decease,  as  a  Sunday  school, 
and  consisted  of  nearly  eighty  scholars."  This  school  was 
first  kept  in  the  kitchen  of  Mr.  Divie  Bethune,  the  son-in- 
law  of  Mrs.  Graham,  afterwards  in  a  house  in  Hammond- 
street,  and  subsequently  in  the  Orphan  Asylum  in  Bank- 
street.  In  1816,  the  Consistory  resolved  to  increase  the 
advantages  of  the  Sabbath  school,  by  affording  more  ac- 
commodation, in  the  erection  of  a  Consistory  building.  In 
the  same  year,  the  New-  York  Female  Union  Society  for 
the  Promotion  of  Sabbath  Schools  was  organized,  and  the 
school  connected  with  this  church  was  one  of  the  first  that 
became  united  to  that  union. 
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Suffer  me  here  to  advert  to  a  fact 
in  tlie  history  of  this  church,  which  all 
who  pray  for  her  peace  and  prosperity, 
and  desire  her  enlargement,  will  ever 
contemplate  with  peculiar  dehght  and 
satisfaction.     I  mean  the  organization 
of  the  church  in  Twenty-first- street, 
as    a   branch   of  this  church.     This 
event,  as  many  of  you  will  remember, 
took  place  within  these  walls  on  the 
20th  of  March,  1836  ;  so  that  that  in- 
fant church  may  truly  say  of  this  place, 
''I  was  born  there."    Yea,  more  :  here 
she  was  nourished  for  nearly  three 
years,  until  her  house  of  worship  was 
prepared  for   her  reception;    at   the 
dedication  of  which,  a  hope  was  ex- 
pressed, ''  that  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  congregation  there  to  be 
gathered  might  be  such,  that  at  no 
distant  period  a  larger  and  more  com- 
modious edifice  might  become  neces- 
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sary  for  their  accommodation."  The 
prospects  of  that  branch  of  our  Zion, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  promise  a  speedy 
reahzation  of  that  hope.  May  that 
beloved  brother,  the  Rev.  Mr.  May, 
who  labours  among-  them  in  word  and 
doctrine,  continue  to  enjoy  the  pleasure 
of  seeing-  the  work  of  the  Lord  pros- 
pering through  his  instrumentahty. 
Certain  I  am,  that  this  church  will 
ever  regard  that  enterprise  with  pa- 
rental anxiety,  and  rejoice  in  whatever 
may  tend  to  its  advancement  and  pros- 
perity."^ 

*  This  enterprise  had  been  for  a  long  time,  with  me,  an 
object  of  the  deepest  solicitude.  Some  years  ago,  I  re- 
ceived an  assurance  from  the  late  Rev.  John  F.  Jackson, 
that  whenever  a  Dutch  church  should  be  organized  in  that 
part  of  the  city,  he  would  make  a  conveyance  of  a  sufficient 
plot  of  ground  for  church  purposes.  I  have  accordingly 
watched  the  growth  of  our  congregation  in  that  vicinity 
with  increasing  anxiety ;  and  when  it  was  found  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  families  and  church  members  were 
collected  together  to  warrant  the  undertaking,  measures 
were  immediately  taken  to  organize  a  church,  secure  the 
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I  have  already  alluded  to  the  many 
chanofes  and  revolutions  which  have 
passed  over  the  churches  in  this  city 
during  the  period  of  my  ministry  here. 
There  is  one  other  fact  in  connection 
vi^ith  this  subject,  that  is  worthy  of 
notice.  It  is  this :  of  all  the  settled 
ministers  of  all  denominations,  there 

ground,  and  erect  a  suitable  building  ;  all  of  which  have 
been  happily  accomplished,  and  a  flourishing  congregation 
now  assemble  within  its  walls.  The  name  of  that  honoured 
Father  in  the  church,  for  his  Christian  kindness  and  liberal- 
ity, will  be  held  in  perpetual  remembrance,  by  those  who 
shall  there  be  permitted  to  worship  the  God  of  their  Fathers. 
And  the  promptness  and  cheerfulness  with  which  the  re- 
spected widow  and  children  have  carried  out  the  design  of 
their  revered  relative,  will  never  be  forgotten,  but  ever 
cherished  with  the  most  grateful  emotions. 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  who  were  constituted  in  a 
church,  as  stated  above,  were  Jacob  P.  Roome  and  Wm. 
J.  Roome,  Elders,  and  James  Waring  and  Joseph  Thomp- 
son, Deacons.  After  the  expiration  of  their  two  years' 
service,  they  were  re-elected,  and  again  installed  in  their 
offices,  within  the  walls  of  our  church,  and  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1839,  they  took  possession  of  their  own  church 
edifice,  which  was  on  that  day  solemnly  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  the  Triune  Jehovah. 
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are  now  only  four,  besides  myself,  in 
the  same  charge  in  which  they  were 
twenty  years  ago.  These  are,  the 
Rev.  Drs.  Spring,  Berrian,  Knox,  and 
Milner.  There  are  three  others,  but 
they  now  occupy  different  stations 
from  what  they  did  at  that  time.  These 
are,  the  Rev.  Drs.  Mathews,  Philips, 
and  Lyell.  The  consideration  of  these 
ministerial  changes,  and  the  constant 
fluctuations, — the  alternate  prosperity 
and  declensions  of  the  different  church- 
es, will  naturally  suggest  the  inquiry, 
Why  is  this  ?  What  is  the  reason  that 
some  churches  seem  to  flourish  for  a 
while,  and  then  are  doomed  to  decay, 
decline,  and  ultimately  to  pass  into  the 
hands  of  other  denominations,  and 
then  again  are  destined  to  undergo  the 
same  process,  with  a  similar  result? 
Among  other  causes ^  there  are  two 
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very  prominent  ones,  which  deserve  a 
passing  notice. 

The  first  relates  to  the  materials  of 
which  these  churches  are  composed. 
They  are  restless  spirits,  having  no 
fixed  principles,  and  are  therefore 
easily  driven  about  by  every  wind  of 
doctrine.  They  are  fond  of  novelties, 
and  like  the  Athenians  of  old,  are  ever 
in  pursuit  of  something  new.  The 
doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  as  proclaimed 
by  Christ  and  his  apostles,  are  too 
old-fashioned  to  suit  their  taste.  And 
hence  they  are  ever  on  the  wing,  and 
can  never  find  a  resting-place.  If, 
in  order  to  gratify  an  idle  and  sinful 
curiosity,  they  associate  themselves 
with  kindred  spirits,  where  not  a  word 
is  heard  of  Christ  Jesus  and  him  cru- 
cified, from  the  beginning  of  the  year 
to  the  end,  their  natural  disposition 
will  soon  prompt  them  to  change  their 
5 
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relation,  and  resort  to  some  other  scene 
of  excitement.  There  can  be  no  great- 
er curse  to  any  church  than  persons 
of  this  character.  This  church  has 
been  comparatively  and  happily  free 
from  such  annoyances,  or  I  should 
rather  say,  excrescences,  which  will 
furnish  the  reason  for  our  exemption 
from  those  changes  and  fluctuations 
which  have  marked  the  career  of 
others.  It  is  true,  we  have  occasion- 
ally had  such  spirits  in  the  midst  of 
us,  but  as  they  cannot  relish  the  truth, 
as  it  is  in  Jesus,  their  abode  with  us 
must  necessarily  be  short.  I  might 
point  to  some  of  this  description,  who 
in  the  course  of  half  a  dozen  years, 
have  almost  as  often  changed  their 
church  relation.  And  now  they  are  des- 
tined very  soon  again  to  be  cast  upon 
the  floating  stream,  to  be  picked  up  by 
some   future   wanderer.     These   the 
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apostle  denominates,  "silly  women, 
ever  learning:  and  never  able  to  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth."  It  is 
not  to  be  wondered,  that  churches 
composed  of  such  materials,  should 
contain  within  themselves  the  elements 
of  their  own  destruction. 

But  another  cause  of  the  disastrous 
career  of  some  churches,  will  be  found 
in  the  means  which  are  used  for  build- 
ing them  up.  These,  it  is  to  be  la- 
mented, are  not  always  of  the  purest 
kind,  and  therefore  cannot  be  expected 
to  receive  the  sanction  and  blessing 
of  heaven.  One  of  these,  carries  so 
much  deceit,  false  pretence,  or  Jesuit- 
ism with  it,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise, that  it  should  find  any  favour 
whatever  among-  a  Christian  commu- 
nity.  For  the  honour  of  religion, 
however,  it  is  now  almost  entirely 
exploded.     I  mean  the  idea  which  is 
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held  out,  when  new  churches  are 
opened,  that  the  seats  are  free ;  and 
sometimes  signs  are  posted  up,  with 
these  inviting  and  significant  words, — 
seats  free.  But  is  this  strictly  true  ?  Is 
it  honest,  and  free  from  all  deception  ? 
We  fear  not.  We  know  that  the  Gos- 
pel cannot  be  sustained  in  any  place 
without  means,  and  these  means  must 
be  raised  either  by  pew-rent  or  volun- 
tary subscription.  Wliere  is  the  differ- 
ence whether  a  person  pays  five  dol- 
lars a  year  for  a  seat  in  a  church,  or 
subscribes  the  same  amount  for  the 
privilege  of  occupying  such  seat  ?  If 
the  seat  is  free,  it  is  only  so  on  an  im- 
plied condition,  that  something  equiva- 
lent be  contributed  in  another  way.  I 
have  a  case  exactly  in  point,  which  will 
show  the  operation  of  this  system,  and 
its  tendency  to  deceive.  I  had  it  from 
a  neighbouring  clergyman,  who  I  trust 
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is  now  in  heaven.     A  member  of  his 
church,  a  poor  widow,  who  had  for 
some  years  paid  regularly  five  dollars 
a  year  for  the  seat  she  occupied  in 
church,  was  prevailed  on  by  some  of 
her  friends  to  transfer  her  relation  to 
a  church  where  the  seats  were  free. 
She  did  so,  but  was  soon  solicited  for 
a  weekly  subscription  to  support  the 
Gospel  in  this  free  church.     She  was 
easily  persuaded    to    contribute    the 
small  trifle  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
week ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  she 
found  that  instead  of  paying  five  dol- 
lars for  a  hired  seat,  she  had  been 
paying    thirteen    dollars   for   a  free 
seat.      Now,   whatever    others    may 
think  of  such  a  transaction,  its  morality 
(to  say  the  least)  is,  to  me,  of  a  very 
questionable  character.     Other  means 
of  a  like  nature  have  been  employed 
to  draw  away  and  decoy  persons  con- 

5* 
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nected  with  other  churches.  None, 
however,  but  the  most  fickle-minded 
and  unstable  can  suffer  themselves  to 
be  influenced  by  such  dishonourable 
means.  But  as  it  regards  such  mate- 
rials,  and  the  influence  of  such  means, 
upon  a  church  and  congregation  con- 
stituted as  this,  we  can  say,  in  the 
language  of  the  apostle,  ''  Brethren, 
we  are  persuaded  better  things  of  you, 
though  we  thus  speak." 

While  I  rejoice  in  the  kindness  and 
good  feeling  which  have  been  mani- 
fested to  me  personally,  by  the  mem- 
bers of  this  congregation,  and  tender 
my  grateful  acknowledgments  to  those 
who  have,  at  various  times  and  in  dif- 
ferent ways,  afforded  me  the  most 
substantial  and  unequivocal  proofs  of 
their  affection  and  regard, — I  would 
however  commend  to  the  consideration 
of  all,  two  or  three  passages  of  scrip- 
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ture  which  are  full  of  meaning,  and 
leave  you  to  draw  your  own  inference, 
and  make  the  necessary  application. 
They  are  these  :  **  Thou  shalt  not  muz- 
zle the  mouth  of  the  ox  that  treadeth 
out  the  corn."  *'  Touch  not  mine  an- 
ointed, and  do  my  prophets  no  harm." 
"  He  that  toucheth  you,  toucheth  the 
apple  of  mine  eye."  '^  He  that  de- 
spiseth  you,  despiseth  me  ;  and  he  that 
despiseth  me,  despiseth  him  that  sent 
me." 

In  conclusion,  suffer  a  word  of  ex- 
hortation. Soon  the  emblems  of  the 
Saviour's  death  will  be  again  spread 
before  your  eyes,  and  the  professing 
people  of  God  will  be  seen  obeying 
with  cheerful  hearts  the  invitation  of 
the  great  master  of  the  feast,  and  ap- 
proach his  table  to  commemorate  his 
dying  love.  Many  such  scenes  you 
have  already  witnessed.     You  have 
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often  beheld  the  followers  of  Christ 
separatmg  themselves  from  those  who 
make  no  pretensions  to  that  character, 
and  obeying  his  divine  injunction, 
*'  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me." 

My  fellow  sinner,  yon  who  have 
long  sat  under  the  droppings  of  the 
sanctuary,  and  have  often  seen  Christ 
Jesus  evidently  set  forth  crucified  be- 
fore your  eyes,  where  will  you  be 
found  on  the  approaching  Sabbath? 
The  separation  which  you  will  then 
witness,  will  be  emblematic  of  that 
which  will  take  place  at  the  end  of 
the  world.  If  there  be  anything  sol- 
emn a.nd  tremendous  in  the  thought 
of  separation,  let  me  urge  you  now  to 
take  the  ground  on  which  alone  you 
can  be  safe, — "  believe  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  I  do  invite 
every  sinner  thus  to  turn,  telling  him, 
in  the  language  of  Moses  to  his  apos- 
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tate  father-in-law,  "  Come  with  us  and 
we  will  do  you  good,  for  the  Lord  hath 
spoken  good  concerning  Israel."  I  do 
exhort  those  on  whose  heads  have  grown 
the  hoary  blossoms  of  age, — I  do  ex- 
hort those  who  are  yet  in  the  firmness 
of  mature  strength, — I  do  exhort  the 
young,  the  hope  of  the  church  in  fu- 
ture times,  as  I  trust  they  may  be  the 
church's  joy, — that  one  and  all  of  you 
believe  the  Gospel,  obey  the  Gospel, 
and  follow  Christ,  if  you  value  what- 
ever is  dear  to  you  in  this  life  or  in 
the  life  that  is  to  come.  Will  any  of 
you  refuse  ?  Give  your  answer  in 
silence  to  God,  whose  presence  is  in 
this  house. 

My  fellow  sinners,  I  appeal  to  you 
before  the  God  of  heaven,  am  I  not 
clear  of  your  blood  ?  and  have  I  not, 
according  to  my  ability,  declared  to 
you  the  way  of  salvation?     Have  I 
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not  added  warning-  to  warning,  en- 
treaty to  entreaty,  promise  to  promise, 
and  prayer  to  prayer  ?  Yonr  blood', 
I  trust,  is  not  with  me :  I  would  not 
that  any  portion,  any  spot  of  your 
blood  m  the  last  days  should  he  at  my 
door ;  but  even  if  I  should  be  justified, 
and  you  not  saved,  what  comfort 
should  I  have  in  this  circumstance  ? 
Oh !  this  is  what  I  will,  if  I  know  my 
heart  (and  I  have  searched  it  often, 
and  searched  it  deeply),  even  your 
salvation,  to  present  you  blameless 
and  holy,  and  acceptable  to  God  by 
J  esus  Christ, — to  rejoice  over  you,  as 
no  longer  doubtful  about  your  charac- 
ter and  your  profession,  but  as  truly 
devoted  to  him,  and  to''know  that  you 
are  in  deed  and  in  truth  the  followers 
of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

And  now,  my   Christian  friends,  I 
have  delivered  to  you  my  ^message. 
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;.:IP]ie  day  of  judgment  will  disclose  what 
:,.ii^fyct  it  has  produced  upon  you.,  .How 
•.'■^long  we  are  to  stand  in'-6'ur*.pres.^ni'^^^ 
r  •.:  J,  relation  to  each  other,  God  only -kiiowsi    , 
.'? '.'.Were  these  the  last  words  I  had  to  utter,    . 
v.  atid  should  I  die  before  I  descend  this 
'••'■•place,  I  would  say  to  you  at  the  close, 
4  i  have  warned  ijou, — I  told  you  of  the 
;JVj^dgfi^ent  to  come, — I  told  you  of  the 
\\  -npcessity  of  believing  in  the  blood  of 
.;••; (Christ.     But  this  we  know,  as  a  mat- 
■.•'^>"*l'er  of  the  utmost  certainty,  that  J  must 
■.T4  ;^iVe  up  an  account  to  God  of  my.  la- 
>;  ^ours,  as  ijou  also  must,  of  your  im-  ' 
.,:^":J)rQvement  of  them.     0  that  I  may  be 
•r::r''f0und  faithful !  and  may  you  also  so 
•  v  3  improve  my  ministry,  that  I  may  give 
.'i^;  FP  an  account  of  you  with  joy  and  not 
.  ''-^'i  with  grie  f    Imagine  not  that  your  work 
./v.- is  done,  when  you   have   heard  the.  • 
,;>    "^ord  delivere d  to  y au. "  In'  reality,  both 
•^J^-'jour  work  and  mine  is  the^ .  l)fi^gust 
V  •■••beffun.    .  "V^e   must  watch  for  each   : 

•.."'-■,  ■•  .  t  •••-.  .  ■ .,   .--  V 
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Other,  and  each  of  ns  for  ourselves ; 
and  oh !  may  you  never  have  occasion 
for  that  painful  reflection,  "How  have 
I  hated  instruction,  and  my  heart  de- 
spised reproof,  and  have  not  obeyed 
the  voice  of  my  teachers,  nor  inclined 
mine  ear  to  them  that  instructed  me  ;" 
and  may  I  so  watch  and  so  labour, 
that,  like  the  apostle  himself,  I  may 
say,  "  Moreover,  Brethren,  I  declare 
unto  you  the  Gospel  which  I  preached 
unto  you,  which  also  ye  have  received, 
and  wherein  ye  stand  ;  by  which  also 
ye  are  saved,  if  ye  keep  in  memory 
what  I  have  preached  unto  you,  unless  > 
ye  have  believed  in  vain.'' 

And  now,  ''I  commend  you  to  God, 
and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is 
able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you 
an  inheritance  among  all  them  which 
are  sanctified,"  and  to  his  name  be  all 
the  glory  and  the  praise  world  without 
end.     Amen. 
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